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14th July 2009
Dear Parents, Carers and members of Heathside staff,

Please find attached a copy of the report of our recent Ofsted inspection.

We are thoroughly delighted and pleased with the report because the inspector has recognised, and acknowledged, the wonderful work that goes on at Heathside School to provide our children with a great educational experience.

You will see, as you read the report, there are many occasions where the inspector remarks on the good and outstanding provision he observed but the statements below seem to recognise the commitment the school has to supporting our children and their families.
“The school’s ethos is exceptionally strong: there is a high commitment from all staff to want to ‘get it right’.  They work hard to do so.  As a result, pupils thoroughly enjoy school, learn well and make good progress”.

“ .. effective teaching, excellent relationships and strong support for communication helps pupils learn to relate to others and grow in their understanding of the world around them.”

“The quality of teach is good and sometimes exceptional.   The outstanding care and support in lessons cannot be underestimated.  This ensures that lessons go smoothly and that pupils cope with the transition of moving from one activity to another, as well as to the next stage in their lives.”

“Excellent partnerships with parents and external services ensure that Heathside always has the needs of the individual sharply in its sights.  Parents are well supported by fortnightly parent group meetings or by teachers and therapists.  Heathside is at the heart of its local community.”
On behalf of the Governing Body we would like to endorse the sentiments expressed in these statements which highlight the remarkable contribution that parents and staff working together achieve for our children.

We can all be proud of the achievements that were recognised during the inspection because the criteria used to make judgements were from the new inspection schedule that comes into force in September 2009.  Our inspection was part of a pilot programme to test the new criteria which are more stringent and demanding.  All schools will find it more difficult to achieve good or outstanding in future, so to be recognised as a good school with outstanding aspects is something to be proud of.
Congratulations and thank you for all that you do to make Heathside the successful school that it is.
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Yours sincerely,


Gordon Cochrane




Odran Doran

Chair of Governors




Headteacher
Children
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Suffolk County Council

Rosalind Turner – Director for Children and Young people






